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Daniel R. Coquillette is the Charles Warren Visiting Professor of American Legal History at 
Harvard Law School and the J. Donald Monan University Professor of Law at Boston College.  Professor 
Coquillette is Director of the Harvard Law School History Project and is presently writing “The Republic of Merit,” 
Volume One of a new two-volume History of Harvard Law School,  The Intellectual Sword: Two Centuries of 
Harvard Law School: The Bicentennial History (2017). 

He received a B.A. Summa Cum Laude from Williams College (1966), and earned a Fulbright Scholarship to study 
law at University College, Oxford University, England, where he earned a B.A. (1969) and an M.A. (1980).  He 
acquired a J.D. Magna Cum Laude from Harvard Law School (1971), served as an Editor of the Harvard Law 
Review, and went on to clerk for justice Robert Braucher of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts and Chief 
Justice Warren E. Burger of the Supreme Court of the United States.  He then taught legal ethics on the faculty of 
the Boston University Law School, taught as a Visiting Professor at Cornell Law School and Harvard Law School, 
and became a partner for six years at the Boston law firm of Palmer & Dodge, where he specialized in complex 
litigation.  He became Dean of Boston College Law School from 1985-1993, and was named J. Donald Monan 
University Professor in 1996.  He was named the Lester Kissel Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard in 2001 and 
the Charles Warren Visiting Professor of American Legal History in 2008. 

 
Professor Coquillette teaches Professional Responsibility, English Legal History and seminars on the 

History of American Legal Education and on Lawyers and Morals.  Among his many outside activities, Professor 
Coquillette is an Advisor to the American Law Institute's Restatement on Law Governing the Legal Profession, a 
member of the Harvard University Overseers' Committee to Visit Harvard Law School, and Reporter to the 
Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure, Judicial Conference of the United States.  For five years, he was 
Chairman of the Massachusetts Bar Association Committee on Professional Ethics and Chairman of the Task Force 
on Unauthorized Practice of Law.  He also served on the American Bar Association Committee on Ethics and 
Professional Responsibility, the Board of the American Society of Legal History, the Massachusetts Task Force on 
Model Rules of Professional Conduct, the Massachusetts Task Force on Professionalism, and the Special 
Committee on Model Rules of Attorney Conduct of the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts.  He is a trustee of 
a number of charitable organizations.  

 
Professor Coquillette’s many books and publications include:        

Portrait of a Patriot: The Major Political and Legal Papers of Josiah Quincy 
Junior (Co-Editors: Daniel R. Coquillette and Neil Longley York) (The 
University of Virginia Press and The Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 
(complete in five volumes, with Volume Five having been published in 2009). 
     
Lawyers and Fundamental Moral Responsibility (Cincinnati, 1995). Anderson 
Publishing Co. 

 
The Civilian Writers of Doctors' Commons, London (Berlin, 1988), Duncker & 
Humbolt Publishers (Comparative Studies in Continental and Anglo-American 
Legal History, Henkel Foundation, Prof. Dr. Knut Wolfgang Norr, gen. ed.). 
 
Law in Colonial Massachusetts (Boston, 1984), Volume Editor, Colonial              
Society Research Volume, University of Virginia Press.  Author, "Introduction:  
The 'Countenance of Authoritie'" and "Justinian in Braintree:  John Adams, 
Civilian Learning, and Legal Elitism, 1758-1775." 

 
       


